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September 10th, when we increased the morphia 

to half a grain at night, and one-third of a grain 
in the morning. 

September 15, the patient insisted on our 

giving him two-thirds of a gr. at night. We 

—— inserted it this time into the cellular tissue of 

THE HYPODERMIC MODE OF MEDICA- (the painful limb; selecting a new point or place 

TION. of insertion each time. 
By W. L.’Apptey, M.D., | September 20, the patient insisted on our 
Of Coshecton, N. ¥. |giving him one grain of morphia at bed-time. 


OriciInAL DeparTMENT. 


Communications. 





We dissolved one grain in thirty drops of water, 
and injected it into the painful hip, he was free 
from pain in twenty minutes, in forty minutes 

First. It produces a more decided and speedy | he was asleep, and slept ten hours. I aroused 
relief from pain. him in the morning and gave him twenty drops 

Second. It is less liable to derange the of the oil of turpentine. The patient remained 
drowsed during the day (as I have been informed) 
and sweat profusely, and when aroused he ap- 


disturbance, as vertigo, headache, faintness and peared confused and somewhat delirious. The 
friends became much alarmed and called in a 
nausea. 


In proof of the above I will give notes of the | medical man, he pronounced the patient to be 
following case: laboring under a poisonous dose of oil of turpen- 
Mr. A. D., xt. 45, had been afflicted with | tine. The patient finally aroused, and from that 
chronic rheumatism for the last year or more; | time he used no narcotics in any way, and has 
about the first of August, 1861, was attacked | had no return of the neuralgic pain, but slight 
with severe pain in the hip and small of the rheumatic pains of the joints. He gradually 
back, and extending down the limb to the foot improved under the “ of iodide of potassium 
of the same side. It appeared to be what is | internally, and iodine paint to some of the joints, 
called neuralgia of the sciatic nerve, or sciatica, | #24 liniments to the back and hip. 
He was emaciated, had loss of appetite, was| January 1, 1862, he was well and fleshy, and 
prostrated, slept but little night or day, his free from rheumatism and neuralgia. 
countenance indicated much suffering. Morphia -~o——— 
and other preparations of opium produced OVARIAN TUMOR: 
nausea and vomiting; he refused to take any of| pjagnosis, Operation, Treatment, and Cure. 
them by the stomach any longer. His attending 
physician had given him all the usual remedies By A. P. Carr, M.D., 
with little or no benefit. I was called to see this OF &t. Clair, Schuylkill Co., Pa. 
patient September Ist. I proposed narcotism| About sixteen months ago I was consulted by 
by the hypodermic method. a lady, Mrs. J. B., of Thomstown, xt 35 years, 
We dissolved one-third of a gr. of sulphate of | mother of four children; whose health had been 
morphia in twenty drops of water and inserted | somewhat impaired, and as she had not men- 
it into the cellular tissue of the right arm. In| struated for four months, and was not certain 
twenty minutes he was free from pain, in forty | whether she was pregnant or not, wished to 
minutes he was asleep and slept ten hours. He ‘have her mind relieved on the subject. She 
was aroused two or three times during the time. | stated to me that there was a general fullness in 
The same quantity of morphia was injected in | the left iliac fossa which led her to think that 
the morning and continued twice a day up to! she was pregnant. 


To produce narcotism the hypodermic method 
of medication is far preferable to stomach doses 
in severe neuralgia for the following reasons : 


stomach and bowels. 
Third. It is not so liable to produce cerebral 
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After a careful examination per vaginam, and 
the introduction of Prof. Sumpson’s womb sound, 
taken in connection with the absence of the 
signs and symptoms of pregnancy, I assured 
her that she was not pregnant, as I had detected 
by the foregoing examination, what I considered 
an ovarian tumor in the left iliac fossa extending 
pretty well down into the cavity of the pelvis, 
so that it could be detected below the promon- 
tory of the os sacrum. I then gave her my 
views pretty freely on the subject. I told her 
as long as it did not interfere with her general 
health she had better make herself content, at 
least, for the present, and if it should become 
burdensome at any time, or a source of annoy- 
ance, she must be operated on. At this she felt 
very indignant and declared if that was the con- 
solation I was about to extend to her, she was 
sorry that she had consulted me at all. I told 
her as she had come a distance of six miles, that 
it was a duty incumbent on me to give her a 
statement of what I considered a fact. As the 
digestive functions were somewhat enfeebled, I 
prescribed a compound mixture of iron and 
quinine with general directions for use. She 
bade me good evening and I bade her the same. 

I heard no more from the case for fourteen 
months, when a gentleman called at my office 
on Sunday, July 3d, 1864, requesting me to go 
along with him to visit his sister, who was much 
indisposed. On my arrival in her house I reeog- 
nized the same lady who had consulted’ me 
fourteen months previously. After passing the 
compliments of the evening and a few prelimi- 
vary remarks, I proceeded to examine her. The 
abdomen was enormously distended, there was a 
great deal of fluctuation, and the tumor could 
be easily detected through the walls of the 
abdomen. As there were no signs of the 
scirrhous diathesis, and as the uterus was per- 
fectly movable, and as I was perfectly satisfied 
that the case was ovarian, I suggested the pro- 
priety of an operation; to which she readily 
consented. I prescribed a course of tonic treat- 
ment and appointed the 14th of July, 1864, as 
the day of operating. I then consulted a worthy 
gentleman and friend of mine, Dr. James S. 
CarPenTER, of Pottsville, who visited the case 
with me previous to the operation, and who 
concurred with my diagnosis and assisted me 
with the operation. 

At the time aforesaid we arrived at the house 
of the patient, and as she was previously pre- 
pared for the operation by me, we proceeded to 
business without delay. After she was fully 
under the influence of chloroform, I made an 
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incision from two inches above the umbilicus to 
the os pubis, down to the peritoneum. After 
having divided this membrane a large tumor 
presented itself at the aperture; it was adherent 
to the walls of the abdomen; nearly one-half its 
size in front was attached to the lobe of the liver 
above, and by a large attachment to the small 
intestines and descending colon behind. 

After about an hour’s careful dissection with 
the fingers, the knife being only used where the 
adhesions were so strong as to require its use, 
we succeeded in detaching the tumor from its 
various points of adhesion. It grew by a pedicle 
from the left ovary. After a careful ligation of 
the pedicle, we removed the tumor entire. There 
was a great deal of chronic inflammation of the 
bowels and thickening of the mesentery. After 
carefully cleansing the parts I approximated the 
edges of the incision by means of appropriate 
pins, adhesive straps, bandages, etc., and pre- 
scribed elixir of opium a teaspoonful to be given 
every two hours till the pain subsided. 

I placed my patient in as comfortable a posi- 
tion as possible, with her head and shoulders 
elevated so as to relax the abdominal muscles; 
a cold wet cloth was placed over the incision 
and we took our leave for the present. The 
tumor weighed fifteen pounds. One-third of the 
tumor was aqueous and the residue fibro-carti- 
laginoys. 

I visited my patient on the next day at eleven 
o’clock, and found her in a tolerably good con- 
dition except a slight disposition to vomit, with 
some pain and tenderness over the region of the 
bladder ; had passed no water since the previous 
day. Introduced the catheter and drew off 4 
pint and a half of urine, which relieved her very 
much. I prescribed two grains of calomel with 
a half grain of opium to be taken every three 
hours, and the elixir of opium to be discontinued. 
I ordered cooling diluents to be given in small 
quantities as the exigencies of the case required; 
and a warm sinapism to the epigastrium. | 
visited my patient again on the following day, 
and found every thing looking favorable, wound 
discharging freely at the bottom, stomach tran- 
quil, had passed her urine twice since the pre 
vious day. The pulse was somewhat exalted, 
and there was a slight headache, which | 
attributed to the opiates. I ordered cold evap 
rating lotions to be applied to the head, anda 
mercurial and belladonna plaster to be placed 
over the right iliac region, which was unusually 
tender; treatment to be continued as_ before 
with the exception of a few slight changes. 

Under this procedure my patient rapidly im 
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proved, and on the 4th of September she walked 
the distance of one mile. The ligature has not 
yet become detached. With this exception the 
incision is completely healed. It gives me great 
pleasure to announce that she is now enjoying 
the blessing of health. 


ANCHYLOSIS OF THE EKENEE-JOINT: 
Operation to straighten the Limb. 


By D. Hayes Acnew, M.D., 
Lecturer on Anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania. 

J.——, wet. 18 years, light complexion, and 
sandy hair, was admitted into the Philadelphia 
Hospital laboring under an attack of pleurisy, 
for which he was treated by Dr. Luptow. 

After recovery he was transferred to the 
surgical department of the house in consequence 
of a deformity of the left lower extremity. Ten 
years previous he had been attacked with a 
strumous inflammation of the knee-joint, which 
resulted in solid, bony, anchylosis completely 
obliterating the normal components of the arti- 
culation, and leaving the leg at a right angle 
with the thigh, a position exceedingly embar- 
rassing, and rendering it almost useless. Fig. 1 
gives a very accurate idea of the position of the 


limb before the operation. 
Fig 1. 





After giving his case a careful consideration, 
I resolved on making an attempt to correct the 
deformity. The methods which presented them- 





selves were the following: First, to make a free 
exposure of the thigh-bone, or the mass of the 
callus occupying the place of the former joint, 
and excising a V shaped piece, and straighen 
on the plan of Dr. Barron; Second, by sub- 
cutaneous perforations so as to induce inflam- 
matory softening, after which the limb might be 
bent into position; and Third, by making sub- 
cutaneously, a sufficient number of holes through 
the femur to admit of its being broken, and then 
gradually bringing the leg into proper line with 
the thigh. 

In reference to the first, the hazards of a 
compound fracture were regarded as too great, 
the antecedents of the patient rendering it im- 
portant to avoid a protracted suppuration. The 
second method was thought, at that time, to 
want a sufficient number of illustrative cases, to 
vindicate its claims to professional confidence. 
The third plan under all the circumstances of 
the case was deemed quite practicable, and 
therefore elected as the one best suited to the 
case. 

Operation. The patient being placed under 
the influence of an anesthetic, was brought 
before the medical class then in attendance; a 
small puncture was made through the skin by a 
bistoury, over the outer side of the femur, and 
about three and a half inches above its lower 
extremity. Into this was introduced a small 
hand drill, which by rotatory movements was 
made to penetrate the thigh-bone at several dis- 
tinct points. Fig. 2. is designed to represent the 


Fig. 2. Fig. 3. 





direction of these perforations; of course with 
more regularity than they were really made. 
This accomplished, and the bone thereby greatly 
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weakened, force was applied causing it to break 
across. 

A tenotome was next introduced alongside of 
the tendons of the semi-tendonosus, semi-mem- 
branosus, and biceps flexor cruris, and these 
severed, thus removing all obstacles to the exten- 
sion of the leg. 

The limb was next placed in a long double 
inclined plane fracture box, the foot secured to 
the foot board, and every day the angle made 
more and more obtuse, until at the expiration of 
five days the leg was brought to a straight 
position. 

It will be observed the straightening was 
effected by acting entirely on the femur, and in 
this process it is presumed the fragments would 
be related to each other as represented in Fig. 
3. That they did not slip past, or ovér each 
other, is proved by the fact that no shortening 
existed. This, probably, was due, in part, to 
the continuity of the periosteum on the upper 
semi-circumference of the bone, and partly to the 
retentive influence resulting from what was 
believed to be a serrated condition of the frag- 
ments. A very marked depression existed in 
front of the thigh over the seat of fracture, un- 
avoidable, as the segment described by the foot 


Fig. 4 





in passing from the flexed to the extended posi- 
tion, was due to the angularity at the line of 
fracture. It was a noticeable feature in the case 
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that this depression almost entirely disappeared 
as will be seen by looking at Fig. 4. 

No untoward symptoms followed, and in the 
course of eight weeks the patient was able to 
wheel himself about the ward on a chair, the 
fracture having become consolidated by bony 
matter; and in four more, to walk about with 
the assistance of a cane, as it was deemed unwise 
to allow so early, the entire weight of the body 
to rest on the limb. Fig. 4 is a faithful repre. 
sentation of the leg at this period. 

Some time after this the boy, while out on 
leave of absence from the hospital, became 
intoxicated, lay out during an inclement night, 
and was brought to the house much indisposed. 
During this attack erysipelas of the thigh set in, 
followed by an abscess near the seat of opera- 
tion, and which resulted in a superficial necrosis 
of the bone, the separation of which took place 
in a few weeks without instrumental interference. 
After this all discharge ceased, the sinus healed 
up, and he left the institution perfectly well, and 
with an excellent leg, enabling him to follows 
laborious occupation to the present time. 


EpiroriaL DepartMeENTt. 


Reviews and Book Notices, 


A comprehensive Medical Dictionary: con: 
taining the Pronunciation, Etymology, and 
Signification of the terms made use of in 
Medicine and the kindred sciences. With an 
appendix comprising a list of all the more 
important articles of the Materia Medica, 
arranged according to their Medicinal Pro- 
perties. Also an explanation of the Latin 


terms and phrases occurring in Anatomy, 
Pharmacy, etc., together with the necessary 
directions for Writing Latin Prescriptions, 
etc., etc. By J. Tuomas, M.D., Author of the 
System of Pronunciation in Lirrrincortt’s Pro- 
nouncing Gazateer of the World. pp. 704 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


The elaborate title given above, leaves us 
little to sayin regard to the objects of this 
work. It is intended to be more elementary 
than the excellent work of Prof. Dunexison, and 
aims to supply, in some degree, the lack of 4 
thorough education which is unfortunately too 
true as — many who enter the medical 
profession. The rules for pronunciation are very 
minute and satisfactory. The definitions. are 
comprehensive, and so far as we have observ 
sufficiently elaborate for all the ordinary put- 
poses of a dictionary. 
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A very important part of this work is the 
appendix, comprising nearly a hundred pages. 


It contains: 

1. A table of materia medica, mainly founded 
on the classification of Prof. Geo. B. Woon, as 
published in his syllabus of lectures in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. This table will be 
found very useful for reference. Following this 
table is an elaborate index to the same. 

2. Explanation of Latin terms, phrases, etc. 
Included in this is, in fact, an elementary Latin 
instructor, comprising examples of the various 
declensions of nouns and adjectives, with lists 
of medicinal words in common use belonging to 
each declension ; comparison of adjectives, their 
use and application; conjugation of verbs; and 
a few rules for construction. © 

3. Some very concise aad complete directions 
for the writing of prescriptions. 

4, A table of doses. 

5. A table of chemical symbols. 

6. A table of disputed pronunciations, with 
the principal authorities in favor of each. 

7. A table of classification of diseases accord- 
ing to the nosologies of Cutten and Goon. 

The above brief outline will give the reader a 
pretty good idea of what is comprised in this 
dictionary. It will be found an exceedingly 
useful one to both the student and general prac- 
titioner, containing much in a small compass 
that is not to be found.in any other one work 
published in this country. The paper, typo- 
graphy, and binding are creditable to the good 
taste of the publishers. 


Man and his Relations: Illustrating the Influ- 
ence of the Mind on the Body; the relations 


_ of the Faculties to the Organs, and the Ele- 
ments, Objects, and Phenomena of the ex- 
ternal World. By 8S. B. Brirran, M.D., New 
York: W. A. Townsend, Publisher, 1864. 


We venture to assume that few, if any, of our 
readers are believers in animal magnetism, 
spiritualism, clairvoyance, apparitions, or any of 
the delusions which severally or collectively 
hold empire over the credulous. Almost every 


physician has come in contact, more or less, 
with men and women with minds so constituted 
as to receive with avidity the so-called revela- 
tions from another world. Such minds almost 
always reject what has been proven by scientific 
research and experience, to make room for 
quackery in its various phases. Many whose 
natural endowments and mental training are far 
from fitting them to reason on delicate physio- 
logical and psychological questions, after their 

d of investigation pronounce supernatural, 
what is simply incomprehensible to them, for 
the reason that they have no knowledge of the 
Workings of the mind or the body. It has been 
thus in all ages, and in all probability, will be 
for ages to come. 
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It is evident, if history has enabled us to choose 
any inferences as regards the future, that a cer- 
tain portion of mankind must be deluded and 
superstitious. It is natural that men trained to 
the profession of medicine, who are accustomed 
to study the human body in health and disease 
and reason from definite data, and who are 
brought in daily contact with the imposi- 
tions practiced upon the credulous, should fully 
appreciate the delusions of the day; and our 
readers, who belong mainly to this class, may 
ask why such a book as we have before us 
should be brought to their notice at all. We 
answer that it is done, not for criticism, nor 
because we deem it worthy of special condem- 
nation; but because we have a book of nearly 
six hundred octavo pages, well printed and 
issued by a respectable publishing house, enun- 
ciating nearly all of the humbugs of the day, 
and some of our readers may be amused if we 
can tell them, in a page or two, what it con- 
tains. 

S. B. Brirray, M.D., as far as we can learn, 
from his writing, is not a practitioner of any 
kind of healing art, though he has consented to 
perform some wonderful cures, (the cases do- 
tailed in full) by a kind of vital magnetism with 
which he is gifted. These, however, are extra- 
ordinary cases, and he does not exercise his 
powers until vulgar practitioners have failed. 
While on this subject, we will give a specimen 
case which gives an idea of the simple and 
efficacious treatment employed. 

“With a brief citation of one other case, I 
must leave this department of my subject. I was 
once called to the bed-side of a young girl of 
seventeen summers, who was raving with the 
wildest delirium. For two days and nights it 
had required two or three persons constantly to 
keep her on the bed. With my right hand I 
grasped both of her hands, and with my left 
hand on the patient’s forehead, thus forming an 
electro-vital circuit, by which I hoped to equa- 
lize the electric forces of her brain and nervous 
system. The violence of the paroxysm was 
subdued in less than one minute. The patient 
was soon quieted; the pupil of the eye con- 
tracted, and the countenance rapidly assumed a 
natural expression. The eyelids began to droop, 
and in less than five minutes she slept. I there- 
upon disengaged myself, and occupying a seat at 
a distance of two or three yards from the bed, I 
watched the patient attentively. She slept 
fifteen minutes without stirring a muscle, when 
she opened her eyes in a perfectly sane state; 
and immediately she was clothed, and remained 
in her right mind.” 

We have not the space to expose completely 
the pathology of disease as set forth in the 
work before us. It will be readily seen that in 
the case just quoted there existed “a dis- 


turbance in unequal distribution of vital elec- 
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tricity.” This explanation answers for most 
cases of disease. The author says, page 239: 
“T was led, by reading, observation, and reflec- 
tion, to the conclusion that all forms of disease 
commence in the nervous system by a disturb- 
ance in unequal distribution of vital electricity ; 
and that the organic, functional, and sympto- 
matic effects all resulted from this derangement 
of the electro-motive power of the organization.” 
This statement is undoubtedly carried out by 
the cases related by the author, which it is 
unnecessary to quote, as the treatment differs 
little, and the result not at all from the case 
above described. 

We pass over this part of the book as the 
author disavows that he is a practitioner, but 
appears rather as a philosopher, reasoning from 
physiological and especially vital-magnetic facts 
and phenomena. Many pages would be neces- 
sary to follow him in the development of his 
theory.. Though the book may be very good 
authority on vital-magnetism, most of the phy- 
siological and chemical assertions are somewhat 
at variance with accepted ideas’of the present 
day. It is customary, for example, to regard 
the change of venous into arterial blood as de 
pendent upon an interchange of gases in the 
lungs; and some have gone even so far as to 
demonstrate the entrance of oxygen into the 
blood from the air contained in the lungs, and 


the discharge of carbonic acid gas from the 


venous blood. ‘Though these views are pretty 
generally laid down in works on physiology, 
Prof. Brirran, though he mentions that this 
opinion is held by physiologists, offers a differ- 
ent explanation. e says that the change is 
“produced by atmospheric electricity in the 
lungs.” 

The circulation of the blood is dependent 
upon vital electricity. “Without the action of 


electro-nerves, proceeding from the brain as 
their chief physical centre, we have no proxi- 
mate cause adequate to account for the distri- 
bution of the animal fluids.” 

But these reflections on chemical and physio- 
logical questions are merely incidental, forming 
but an introduction to the description of the 
relations of different organizations to each other 
and to the external world. We can explain most 
of the physiological functions, which we profess 
to comprehend, without reference to “ vital 
electricity,” and we do not get much assistance 
from it for those functions which are still ob- 
scure. The more remarkable powers of this 
agent are displayed in mental telegraphing, 
clairvoyance, psychometric perception, animal 
magnetism, fascination, prophecy, miracles, etc., 
which are all considered at length. A few 
extracts will give our readers an idea of phe- 
nomena with which, perhaps, they may not all 
be acquainted, 

In a chapter treating of “ mental electrotyping 
on vital surfaces ” we have the following: 

“A gentleman who resides in Le Roy, N. Y., 
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in an interview with the writer some time sings, 
related a singular fact that may be appropriately 
introduced in this connection. His wife had, 
beautiful picture of John the Baptist hanging 
in her room. The figure was in a nude state 
except the loins, which were encircled with the 
girdle of camel’s hair, supported by a single 
strap passing over one shoulder. “The lady bein 
in delicate health for some time, (antecedent to 
the birth of a son, now some sixteen years of 
age) had occasion to spend much of her time on 
a couch from which the picture was constantly 
exposed to view. The youth referred to pre 
sents one of the greatest novelties in the cate 
gory of psychological phenomena. It is 4 
curious fact that he will never wear but on 
oo If commanded to put on a paz, he 
will obey; but he is quite sure to have them 
both over the same shoulder that supports the 
strap and girdle in the picture.” 

The following, given in the chapter on “infr. 
ence of the mind on offspring,” is after the same 
style : 

“A miserable man, who often shocked the 
delicate sensibilities of his wife by staggering 
into her presence in a state of intoxication, has 
not only transmitted his insatiable thirst to his 
unfortunate son, but even reproduced (either 
directly or through the action of the mother’s 
mind) his own irregular locomotion, so that the 
youth could never walk straight. It is buta 
few years since such a melancholy example 
came under the writer’s observation. The boy 
was then some fifteen years of age, and in other 
respects an interesting youth; but, alas! heis 
the moving, lifelong, and appalling record of the 
great error of his sire! A lifetime spent m 
penance, as an atonement, could never oblite 
rate the fatal consequences of one such deplor- 
able mistake.” 

Under the head of “mental telegraphing” we 
have one or two prodigious and suggestive 
stories as the following: 

“Several years ago, while spending an after- 
noon with several ladies and gentlemen, mostly 
strangers to the writer, some illustrations o 
mental telegraphing were called for by the com 
pany. Among the persons present two or three 
were more or less influenced. But Miss A. 


lady of intelligence and refinement, with whom 
the writer had had no previous acquaintance, 
was discovered to yield with great readiness an 
astonishing precision to the action of the will. 
Though at the time perfectly awake, and until 
then, totally unconscious of possessing any such 
susceptibility, this lady bestowed several, rings 
and other valuables on different members of thé 
party, following, in every instance, and in 4 
most unerring manner, the writer's volitiol, 
etc., etc.” 


Again: “When the mental and moral grate 
tation has been mutual I have been scarcely ies 
successful in my experiments on persons at # 
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distance. ding a 
few days at Waterbury, Conn., I found it neces- 
sary to see a young man in the village. ‘The 
immediate presence of the youth was of con- 
siderable importance to me, but not knowing his 
residence, place of business, or even his name ; I 
could not send for him. In this emergency, I 
undertook to telegraph him, by concentrating 
my mind on the young man, with a fixed deter- 
mination to bring him to me. Some ten minutes 
had elapsed when he came to the house and 
inquired for the writer. Meeting a gentleman at 
the door, he asked, with much apparent interest, 
whether I wanted to see him. On being inter- 
rogated by this individual, he stated that a few 
moments before, and while actively engaged in 
his workshop,—distant one-fourth of a mile—he 
suddenly felt that he must seek my presence 
without delay. He declared that he was con- 
scious of the existence and influence of some 
strange power, acting chiefly on the anterior 
portion of his brain, and drawing him with irre- 
sistible energy. His work being urgent, he 
resolved at first to resist this unaccountable 
inclination, but after a determined effort, found 
himself unequal to the task.” 

We will not trouble our readers with any 
more extracts of this character; those we have 
given are sufficient to convey some idea of the 
phenomena produced by the author, and by 
others endowed with his peculiar powers; 
powers which are occasionally, it seems, turned 
to good account, for according to Prof. Brirtan, 
“the smallest fragment of a cravat worn by a 
thief, would hold him fast;” a principle with 
which we were familiar in our younger days, 
when in the habit of catching birds by putting 
salt on their tails. Nor shall we attempt to 
follow the author in the profound philosophy 
and reasoning in which he seeks to establish 
certain great and novel principles as: “The 
outward processes of nature demonstrate the 
existence of inward forces.” “The acorn con- 
tains the oak ;” “Every atom is a vehicle for 
the silent but irresistible power which renders 
it at once an exponent of its own affinities, and 
the conditions of its association with other ele- 
mentary particles,” etc., etc. The philosophical 
discussions occur in the first part of the book, 
and are evidently intended to prepare the mind 
of the reader for the “ phenomena” which are 
detailed further on. We conceived that the 
disciplined mind of the professional reader did 
not require this preparation, and would be fully 
fitted to appreciate the phenomena to which we 
— confined oursélves in the extracts we have 
made. 

Thus far we have seen only a mixture of all 
the current humbugs adapted to all varieties of 
the gullible ; from the philosophical spiritualist, 
to the poor girl who pays a half dollar to know 
the eolor of her future husband's eyes. We 





have attempted to amuse our readers, as we 
have been amused, with some of the good stories ° 
therein related ; only wondering that such a mass 
of trash should have found a publisher who 
would bring it out in respectable style, and 
somewhat saddened by the reflection that it may 
find a few serious readers. In our large cities 
one becomes acquainted with all varieties of 
quacks and imposters; animal. magnetisers, 
clairvoyants, spiritualists, and the army of 
harpies that has been raised up by the multitude 
that hunger and thirst after imposition. Occa- 
sionally we have one who attempts a bolder 
flight; for example, a quack who professes to 
cast out devils and cure disorders by holy inspi- 
ration and the laying on of hands. Such an 
impious pretender has lately been making the 
tour of our larger towns with considerable 
success. This is more than we should have 
supposed could be tolerated, much less sup- 
ported, in christian communities; but the author 
of the work before us goes even further than 
this, attempting to explain, by his absurd 
theories, the miracles of the New Testament and 
comparing the Saviour with clairvoyants of the 
present day. The following extracts can excite 
nothing but disgust, and wonder that they should 
be found in any work published in America: 

Page 104, “The Great Physician of the Jews 
recognized this action of the mind as possessing 
a great renovating power over the body. Two 
blind men came to him on a certain occasion to 
have their sight restored. Jesus said to them: 
‘ According to your farth be it unto you; and 
their eyes were opened.’ To the woman who 
‘touched the hem of his garment,’ he said: 
: fie faith hath made thee whole.’—[Matthew, 
ninth chapter.] These and other similar forms 
of oe clearly indicate that the cures 
wrought by the divinely-gifted man of Nazareth 
were not arbitrary exhibitions of an independent 
power, but that they were tn consonance with 
the psychodynamic laws.”* 

Page 201, “It is recorded that a surprising 
virtue went out from Jesus of Nazareth, and 
restored a woman who merely “touched the hem 
of his garment.” We have witnessed cures that 
were scarcely less remarkable, and it is time for 
us to attempt something like a rational estimate 
of the importance of these subtle principles in 
the present economy, and the ultimate issnes of 
human existence.” 

In most respects the book before us is very 
ordinary, little more than a collection of mes- - 
merizer’s and clairvoyant’s advertising pam- 
phiets ; but its sacrilegious assumptions make us 
forget its absurd sophistry and profound ignor- 
ance displayed whenever a scientific subject is 
mentioned. These ‘are sufficient to disgraces 
any name which is voluntarily attached to it. 





. * The italics are our own 
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 
PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 15, 1864. 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE UNI- 
VERSITY OF NASHVILLE. 


In a recent notice of this institution, based 
upon such information as we had at hand, we 
stated that its course of instruction was sus- 
pended for the session of 1862-3. We were 
mistaken. Like the Government and the Re- 
PorTER, it has kept going in spite of adverse 
circumstances, in full faith of a bright and 
prosperous future. We have just received the 
announcement of the 14th and 15th sessions, 
with a catalogue of the graduates of 1862, 1863, 
and 1864. 

The first course of lectures in this institution 
was given in the winter of 1851-2. There were 
one hundred and twenty-one matriculants, and 
thirty-three graduates. From this time its 
career was prosperous until the breaking out 
of the rebellion. The ninth session, 1859-60, 
gave the University its largest class. From that 
time the classes were as follows: 

Date Session. Matriculants. Graduates. 
1859-60 Ninth 456 101 
1860-61 Tenth 399 141 
1861-62 Eleventh 102 24 
1862-63 Twelfth 32 9 
1863-64 Thirteenth 45 15 
1864* Fourteenth 30 13 

The fifteenth session begins on the first Monday 


in November. For the first time in the history | 


of the institution, a full course was given during 
the summer months, this year. It was justified 
on the ground that the times have added greatly 
to the importance of the medical profession, its 
services being in active demand. 

This record of the Nashville University is due 
solely to the indomitable energy and perseve- 
rance of the able and energetic dean of its 
faculty, Dr. Bowtinc. We congratulate him on 
his success in sustaining his enterprise under 
such trying circumstances. It insures future 
prosperity. The indications are that the time 
is not far distant when our now distracted 
country will be again restored to peace, order, 
and prosperity, and then the medical department 
of the University of Nashville will enter upon a 
successful career which will be greatly enhanced 
by the fact that its faculty exhibited an energy 
and unflinching perseverance that sustained it 
even amid the years when its beautiful seat was 





* Summer course. 





a garrisoned town, first in the occupancy of one 
and then of the other, of two vast contending 
armies. Faith and perseverance will have their 
reward. 

We may be excused for the interest we mani. 
fest in this institution, inasmuch as it is located 
in our native State, in whose prosperity, educe- 
tional and material, we cannot but feel the 
liveliest interest. The central situation of 
Tennessee, its magnificent rivers and mou- 
tains, its fertile soil and mineral wealth, all give 
promise that, when our civil troubles are at a 
end, a career of unbounded prosperity is before 
her, of which her educational institutions will 
partake. 

We congratulate the profession oi that State 
on the past success of the Medical Depariment 
of its University, on its perseverance under the 
extraordinary difficulties which have surrounded 
it during the past four years, and on the promise 
which that perseverance gives of future pros 
perity. 


——————_-s+8 


Notes and Comments. 


Books Received, 

Our friends, the publishers, have been more 
active of late, than might have been expected, 
in view of the high price of paper and labor. 
We have recently received several works, reviews 
or notices of which are awaiting their turn in 
our columns. Among them are: 

“Man and his Relations.” By Brirray ; from 
Townsend, N. Y. 

“Medical and Surgical Essays.” By Hammon; 
from Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia. 

“ Rheumatism, Gout, ete.” By Fuiier; from 
Lindsay & Blakiston, Philadelphia. 

“On Venereal.” By Hammonp; from Lippi 
cott & Co., Philada. 

“ Pronouncing Medical Dictionary.” 3y 
Tuomas; from Lippincott & Co., Philada. 

“ Book of Prescriptions.” By Brasuey; from 
Lindsay & Blakiston, Philada. 

“The Reproductive Organs.” By Acton ; fro 
Lindsay & Blakiston, Philada. 

“Transactions of the Medical Society of the 
State of New York, for 1864;” from the Society. 


Our Mortality Record. 

We have concluded to suspend for the pre 
sent, the publication of the mortality record of 
our principal cities. The record is valuable t 
many, but we can use the space it occupies? 
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the advantage of a larger number of readers. 
When we are enabled to enlarge the Reporter 
again, we may resume it. 


aaa 


Publication Office in New York. 

Subscribers in New York city and vicinity, 
will observe that we have a publication office in 
New York, at the establishment of Mr. MILER, 
No. 522 Broadway, where they can transact 
business if they wish to do so. We are haviug 
a thorough canvass made of New York and the 
adjoining cities, and hope to add several hundred 
names to our already large list in those cities. 


@@ In reply to our remarks in the Reporter 
of the 17th ult. concerning Dr. Cornet’s 
appointment as Pension Examining Surgeon, 
that gentleman explains, as follows: That he 
first graduated in medicine, and afterward 
entered the ministry, when, his voice failing so 
that he could not speak in public, he resumed 
the practice of medicine,—that the young ladies’ 
school that he established in this city was a 
Sanitarium, and that he now gives his undivided 
attention to the practice of medicine. From 
this explanation it would seem that he is legiti- 
mately a medical man, and we desire to say 
nothing to his disadvantage as such. 


Bedford’s Obstetrics. 

The third edition of Dr. Beprorp’s “ Prin- 
ciples and Practice of Obstetrics,” is already 
before the profession. Dr. Beprorp’s works are 
all remarkably popular, attributable to the fact 
that they are eminently practical, and written 
in an attractive style. 
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Correspondence. 


FOREIGN. 


LETTERS FROM Dr. W. N. COTE. 
Paris, August 12th, 1864. 
The New Hotel Dieu. 


The following are, it is said, the plans decided 
on for the construction of the new Hétel Dieu. 
That edifice will be built to the north of Notre- 
Dame, on the space comprised between the 
Rue d’Arcole, that of the cloitre Notre-Dame, 
and the Quai Napoleon. This site is in the 
form of a triangle, and has a superficies of 
15,000 feet. The new hospital will contain as 
many beds as the present one, about 800. It 
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will be divided into wards of thirty-six beds 
each. The expense of the purchase of the ground 
and of the houses which stand on it is esti- 
mated at 10,000,000 francs, and that of the new 
buildings at from 5,000,000 to 6,000,000 francs. 
You are aware that the present Hdtel Dieu is 
the oldest hospital in Paris. It was founded 
about the end of the twelfth century; but it did 
not then possess the character it has since 
acquired. It was rather a house of refuge for 
mendicants and foreigners, whose feet, according 
to the ancient custom, the friars washed. It 
was not until the reign of Pamir Aveustvs, 
that invalids were admitted. 

The building on the banks of the Seine was 
constructed under Louis XI. Extensive repairs 
between 1802 and 1804 destroyed its medieval 
character. It contains 828 beds, and on the 
average receives annually 13,000 patients. 


The Kearsarge and Alabama. 

M. Durovr, a surgeon of the French navy, has 
published an interesting account of the wounded 
seamen who were brought to the naval hospital 
at Cherbourg after the engagement between the 
Alabama and Kearsarge. Of fifteen men, one 
is dead, two remain in a dangerous state, the 
others, favored by a strong constitution and the 
great care with which they were attended in the 
hospital, are recovering. For some days victors 
and vanquished lying near each other in the 
same room, forgot the civil discord of which 
they were the victims. ‘They were visited with 
the same solicitude and the same humanity by 
the officers of the ship which survived the 
engagement. One of the first remarks suggested 
by reading M. Durovr’s statement is that the 
greater number of the wounds were caused not 
by cannon shot or shell, but by splinters from 
the ship. It has been observed by naval sur- 
geons that since the use of shells in naval 
engagements the destruction of human life has 
been much greater than when round shot alone 
was used. It has been learned from the same sea 
engagement that it is an error to suppose that 
plating of wooden ships protects the crew fror 
the splinters scattered about. The still increas- 
ing calibre of the guns used in modern warfare 
requires a greater number of men to serve them, 
and it follows that one shot may cause more 
destruction by striking a compact group of men. 
This was the case on board the Alabama. A 
shell fired from the Kearsarge falling among 
nineteen men who were serving one of the Ala- 
bama’s guns, killed or wounded fifteen. The 
Alabama fired, altogether, 270 shots, of which 
the greater number were fired from howitzers 
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‘There were but 163 shots fired by ‘the Kear-| 
sarge. Nobody appears to have been killed by 
the round shot, all the injury was inflicted 
directly or indirectly by the shells. ‘The captain | 
of the Kearsarge very soon ceased firing from 
his four 32-pounders, which produced little | 
effect, and used his two 1l-inch howitzers, and | 
a rifled 20-pounder placed forward. The victory | 
was gained by these three pieces alone. 


—_~~ ~- 


Effects of Ergot of Wheat. 


The following fact deserves to be noticed 
since it may become the starting point of re- 
searches and may be of useful therapeutical 
application. No one has, so far as I know, 
mentioned the fact observed by Dr. Poyer, sup- 
pression of milk under the influence of the habi- 
tual use of bread containing a notable proportion 
of ergot of wheat. This accident has taken place 
in six nurses Who had eaten a considerable 
quantity of such bread. It should all the more 
fix the attention of practitioners that it has been 
also observed, at the same time, by Dr. Commar- 
MOND, and that it seems destined, in consequence, 
to find its proper place in the symptomatology of 
ergotism. I may add that in the above circum- 
stances the substitution of good wheat bread to 
the diseased one sufficed to avert this accident 
and restore the milk secretion. 


Fungoid Disease of the Foot, 


Professor Rosin presents to the Sociélé de 
Biologie a case of endemic degenerescence of 
the foot. This affection, known for twenty years 
under the names of morbus tuberculosus, grave 
ulcers, madura foot podelkoma, is considered, 
by some authors, as being of a scrofulous 
nature. It is characterized by the tissues being 
penetrated with vegetable fungus. The diseased 
foot acquires a globulous form ; the main seat of 
the alteration seems to be in the bones which 
are furrowed with numbers of small cavities, 
presenting free granules, which usually escape 
through fistulous orifices. They are formed of 
prismatic epithelial cellules most of which have 
no nucleus; their texture is crystalline. A 
serous suppuration takes place in every fistulous 
furrow, and the patient succumbs to debility or 
gangrene, whenever amputation is not had re- 
course to. In all the cases observed the altera- 
tion was limited to one foot only. 


Transfusion of Blood. 


French surgery has almost entirely left aside 
the practice of transfusion of blood. This should 
be regretted. That operation frequently prac- 
ticed in England, is not usually attended by the 
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satiate which endl: valasliiantien iaundat 
to it, and on the contrary renders incontestible 
and brilliant services. One of the isolated ey. 
amples of success obtained by transfusion, pub- 
lished in the English medical journals is of a 
nature to show the immediate results of the 
operation. A man weakened by many consecu- 
tive hemorrhagies, and a gangrene of the fore. 
jarm, would have been altogether unable to 
| support amputation, had not the attending sur. 
geon caused bloodto be injected into the veins of 
strong to bear the patient. The next day, he 
felt sufficiently the operation, and amputation 
was performed without its causing any accident 
of a grave character. 


Ee —_~- — 


Locomotory Ataxia. !: 


Professor Trovssgav, on closing his semestrial 
course of clinics at the Hétel Dieu, has in a few 
words given the results of several methods of 
treatment employed in locomotory ataxia. Many 
of your readers will learn, no doubt, with inte. 
rest what the experience of the skillful professor 
has taught him. Locomotory ataxia, you ar 
aware, presents itself under two forms—one 
acute, rapid in its march, the other, chronic, 
very slow in going through its different evolu 
tions, and subiect to moments of intermission of 
more or less duration, and sometimes even to 
apparent retrograde motions. 

Among the remedies which have appeared to 
M. TrovssEav as possessing great utility in the 
treatment of ataxia, he particularly mentions 
hydrotherapia. General strength seemed pretty 
rapidly restored by hydrotherapic treatment. 
Of course, he could not give a single case in 
which the disease was entirely cured by the use 
of water, but still he has met with a goodly 
number of cases in which patients suffering from 
this affection, felt considerable relief after using 
this method of treatment. The sulphurous baths 
employed at the clinique, and the waters o! 
Néris, Wildbad, in Wurtemburg, have had but 
little effect. The employment of iodate 0! 
potassium against locomotory ataxia broughi 
about by syphilis, has rendered great service, 
but the action of this remedy is not constan', 
and it has besides the inconvenience of rapid! 
having its effects weakened. Belladonna, fracis 
dos? is one of the best means that can be used 
against this disease. M. Trovsseav usually 
prescribes it at the dose of one centigramme # 
night for calming the pains. He has also en- 
ployed with advantage opium and essence (0il) 
of turpentine. 





W. N. Core. 
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DOMESTIC. 
ANZSTHESIA, 

Report of the Hon. HWexry Wisox, Chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Military Affairs, 
submitted to the United Stales Senate at the 
Third Session of the Thirty-seventh Con- 
gress, Feb, 13th, 1863. 

Evrror Mep. anv Sura. Reporter :— 


3. After speaking of the first anzsthetic ex- 
periment tried by Mr. Morton, to wit: the 
extrication of Mr. Frost’s tooth on the 30th of 
September, 1846, the honorable chairman pro- 
ceeds as follows: “It was almost immediately 
introduced into the medical hospital at Dr. 
Morron’s request, where with a short interrup- 
tion within the first month, it has been since used 
with entire success. Having verified his dis- 
covery he applied for and obtained a patent 
under the great seal of the United States. This 
was determined on as the best means of publicly 
verifying his right to the discovery and of keep- 
ing this new and mysterious agent out of unskil- 
ful hands, but in order to extend its benefits to 
the utmost limits of safety, he at once gave free 
permission for its use to all public institutions 
which Dr. Warren, Sr., surgeon of the medical 
hospital at Boston, saw fit to name. He also 
invited all reliable members of the medical 
faculty to receive instruction and join in testing 
its value!” This was certainly a display of 
wonderful liberality! “ He gave free permission 
for its use to all public institutions” which 
Dr. Warren, might see fit to designate, and 
this he did “in order to extend its benefits to 
the utmost limit of safety!” So that no one 
could draw the line of safety but the honorable 
Dr.Warren! and when did he draw it? On what 
public institutions was this extraordinary bene- 
faction bestowed? were they all of Boston, or 
did the line comprehend those of New York, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore? It is certain that 
it could not have included “the New York Eye 
Infirmary ;” a public charity against which Mor- 
ton basely brought a suit for violating his patent 
after taking up contributions in the city of New 
York to the amount of many thousand dollars 
to reward his pretended discovery—a suit in 
which he was ignominiously defeated, as he 
deserved to be. But this by no means exhausted 
the beneficence of the illustrious Morton. 

According to the honorable chairman “he 
also invited all reliable members of the faculty 
to receive instruction and join in testing its 
value” “Reliable Members!” by what rare 
mark did he determine who were and who were 
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not reliable? Please to explain, Mr. Chairman ! 
And then they were invited to receive instruc- 
tion! In what ? how to inhale the vapor of ether ? 
which had been inhaled a multitude of*times in 
Europe and America! and invited also “to join 
in testing its value,” but not a word about per- 
mitting them to use this agent in their own 
private practice. Had they dared to do so 
Without paying tribute to W. T. G. Morton, 
they would have been snapped up with a law- 
suit forthwith. And then the honorable chair- 
man speaks of sulphuric ether as a “new and 
mysterious agent.” “New!” that which had 
been the toy and plaything for medical students 
fora half century, atleast! “Mysterious”! that 
which when inhaled had ever produced excite- 
ment and exhilaration with substantial insen- 
sibility and unconsciousness—a state quite 
analogous to intoxication. 


Sulphuric ether new and mysterious! an article 
of merchandize and a substance to be found in 
every apothecary shop in the country with its 
composition and elements thoroughly known to 
the scientific world. Verily! the honorable 
chairman has a curious method of enlightening 
the Senate on the subject of anesthesia! But 
we have not reached the climax of the honorable 
chairman, for he tells us that Morton “ having 
verified his discovery, applied for and obtained 
a patent under the great seal of the United 
States. This was determined on as the best 
method of publicly verifying his right to the 
discovery.” It is quite obvious that it was the 
purpose of the honorable chairman to hold up 
Morton to the Senate and the country as a dis- 
interested and truly beneficial character. But 
that patent business—an attempt to make mer- 
chandize of a discovery that deeply concerned 
our common humanity—had rather a squally 
look, therefore, the honorable chairman attempts 
to alleviate the case by the suggestion that it 
was “determined to apply for letters patent as 
the best method of publicly verifying his right 
to the discovery.” Who came to this sapient 
conclusion? Was there a council held of the 
Morrtonites in and about Boston on this sub- 
ject? Was the honorable chairman present, 
and did he constitute the principal figure on the 
canvass, or was it after all the great Dr. Mor- 
ton who, utterly excluding every selfish motive, 
and all ideas of “ filthy lucre,” sought, in a self- 
sacrificing spirit, letters patent of the United 
States for the purpose only “of publicly verify- 
ing his right to the discovery.” And a remark- 
able way had he of asserting that right ! 


“ Conjunction !” “conjunction!” (Here the 
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spectre leaps into the arena and confronts the 
honorable chairman!) “conjunction” has already 
overthrown both Morton and Jackson. Look 
out, Mr. Chairman, a similar catastrophe is im- 
pending in your case! 

Morton and Jackson go into the patent office 
and swear that they have made this discovery 
“in conjunction” with each other, and thus a 
patent is obtained (according to the honorable 
chairman) in the name of Morron (Jackson 
having assigned his interest) only to verify his 
(M.’s) “right to the discovery.” He the sole 
author of anesthesia! He alone entitled to the 
honor of the discovery ! and to him, only, should 
be accorded national recognition and reward ! 
and this verified by letters patent thus obtained ! 
What an extraordinary demonstrator of truth 
is our chairman! How is the joy of senatorial 
ignorance dissipated by the flood of light which 
he pours into the Senate chamber! “Your 
Committee” * * * “report these facts for 
the information of the Senate.” O! Mr. Chair- 
man! 0! 0! 

4, But the honorable chairman has not as 
yet consummated his mission of senatorial en- 


lightenment after his novel and peculiar fashion | 


—he, therefore, proceeds as follows: “a bill 
granting relief generally to the discoverer passed 
the Senate in 1853 and again in 1854” * * * 
“We are satisfied that Dr. Morton is the dis- 
coverer” * * * “A bill twice passed the 
Senate appropriating a hundred thousand dollars 
to the discoverer.” No one reading these sen- 
tences could fail to. understand them as impar- 
ting that the United States Senate had, on two 
occasions decided this question in favor of 
Morton and had accorded to him the magnifi- 
cent sum named as an expression of their sense 
of his merits, and yet had the honorable chair- 
man made in hee verba any such statement it 
would have been an atrocious falsehood. A 
succinct statement of the facts will sufficiently 
elucidate the disingenuousness of this part of the 
report. Morton spent nearly the whole of the 
first session of the Thirty-second Congress 
(1851-2) in lobbying his claim in and about the 
two Houses of Congress. Early in the session 
he presented a memorial to the House of Rep- 
resentatives on which a select committee was 
raised having for its chairman as I have before 
stated, Colonel Bissett, of Illinois. 

Morton and Jackson appeared before them 
with able counsel and were heard at length, but 
the family of Dr. WeLts was not represented. 
Most of the proofs by which his claim is estab- 
lished as against both Morton and Jackson, 
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whether jointly and severally have since been 
collected and taken. His widow and child were 
alike poor and defenceless, and yet Colonel 
BIssE.L, under such adverse circumstances, had 
no difficulty in recognizing great merit jn 
WELLs. 

The Committee is understood to have been 
divided—three for Morton (of whom Colonel 
BissELL was one) and two for Jackson. Colonel 
Bisse. drew up a report expressing the opinions 
and stating the conclusions of the majority, but 
did not present it to the House. Morton re 
sorted to the novel and exceptionable expedient 
of taking the report out of the hands of Colonel 
Bissett and having it printed at his own ex- 
pense. With this irregular document he went 
unknown to other claimants, before the Senate 
Committee on Military Affairs and (extra 
ordinary as it may seem) induced by his ex 
parte representations a determination on their 
part to propose an amendment of the army 
appropriation bill then (near the close of the 
session) about to come up, according to him the 
much coveted one hundred thousand dollars. 
Such a proposition (soon after submitted) took 
Senators, of course, very much by surprise, but it 
so happened there were members of that honor- 
able body who had some knowledge of the 
subject and who (not without reason) considered 
Morton little better than an imposter. These 
Senators opposed to the proposition an uncom- 
promising resistance, and the result, after full 
debate and mature consideration was its rejection 
by eleven majority, there being seventeen for 
and twenty-eight against the measure. At the 
short session of the same Congress (1852-3) 
Morton was induced to take a more sensible 
view of this subject—he utterly despaired of 
carrying his claim by any of the lobbying appli 
ances not unknown at Washington, to which he 
had resorted at the previous session. Hence, 
the parties in interest had no difficulty in con- 
cluding that it would be alike fair and just to 
refer the question to some judicial tribunal for 
adjudication. A bill was thereupon introduced 
with a preamble reciting that this great dis 
covery had been made by either Morron, Jack- 
son, or WeLis, and that it was impossible for 
Congress to determine which, stating that the 
discovery was of great importance to humanity, 
and that the national Legislature was disposed 
to recognize and reward it as such appropriating 
the amount already named to that end, and 
referring the whole matter to the United States 
Courts for the Northern District of New York, 
to be there adjudicated in conformity with the 
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merits as they might appear on investigation 
and trial, and this bill was passed by a vote of 
twenty-six in the affirmative to twenty-three in 
the negative, and failing in the House, was 
repassed in the Senate at the first Session of the 
Thirty-third Congress only to fail in the House 
again, and this constitutes all the action of the 
two Houses on the subject. The Senate has 
rejected Morron’s claim once by a decisive 
majority and twice have affirmed that it is im- 
possible for them to ascertain who was the 
discoverer, and that the question could only be 
settled by the courts. All these facts were 
accessible to the honorable chairman. He had 
nothing to do but to call for the Senate jour- 
nals of the two sessions of the Thirty-second, 
and the first session of the Thirty-third Con- 
gress, and they would have been before him. 
Why did not the honorable gentleman report 
the truth “for the information of the Senate,” 
or would not that answer the purpose of 
Morton. , 

5. But we begin to be anxious for honorable 
Senators and doubt whether their optics can 
stand such a flood of light on the subject of 
anesthesia. Nevertheless every man should 


encounter with equanimity the hazards of his 
position whatever they may be, and therefore 
let these worthy though unfortunate public 
servants attend with composure to an account 
current which the honorable chairman has 
opposed between the public and the aforesaid 


Ws. T. G. Morton. It is presented in the fol- 
lowing terms: “an account stated supported by 
satisfactory evidence, shows that Dr. Morton 
has expended in money and time and sacrifice of 
professional business, more than two hundred 
thousand dollars in discovering, defending the 
discovery and his rights thereto, and perfecting 
and giving the nation this pain-destroying 
agent.” 

Here are sundry elements all wrapped up 
together and it is utterly impossible for us to 
form any intelligent estimate of their several 
or respective importance or value. Dr. Morton 
has expended money (Item No. 1.)—spent time 
(Item No. 2.)—and sacrificed professional busi- 
ness (Item No. 3)—but how much of each we 
are not told—in doing what?—in making the 
discovery (Item No. 1)—in defending it, that is 
to say,in showing it to be genuine and true 
(Item No. 2)—in maintaining his right to it (Item 
No. 3)—in perfecting the agent, that is to say, 
improving sulphuric ether! (Item No. 4.)—and 
in giving it to the nation (Item No. 5.)—(an 
odd way of giving to take out letters patent 





and then sue any one using the gift)—in all of 
which (according to the honorable chairman) he 
has expended more than two hundred thousand 
dollars! How much more? Why not tell us? 
Why not say how much money? How much 
time in lobbying at Washington, and how much 
in trumpeting his own merits over the country, 
and in obtaining from simple and well-meaning 
people large contributions to his own exchequer. 
What was his business income, and why sacrifice 
it (if any there was)? What did it cost to make 
the discovery (probably just about as much as 
FrsNKxuiy’s kite, by means of which he made one 
of the greatest discoveries of the last century). 
What to defend it, what to maintain his pre- 
tended right (here the lobbying business should 
come in). What he did to sulphuric ether that 
could be called perfecting it, and if anything, 
how costly it was, and what in giving this “new 
and mysterious agent to the nation” (here patent 
agent and patent office fees must not be lost 
sight of.) On all these points the honorable 
chairman tells us in effect that he had before 
him “satisfactory evidence.” Why then not pro- 
duce that evidence? was it verbal or written or 
printed? If verbal, who were the witnesses, by 
whom and when produced, and when examined ? 
And if written or printed, on what occasion did 
it originate, how authenticated, and what its 
substance, purport, or effect? In the first 
instance I was greatly puzzled to conjecture 
from what source the honorable chairman could 
have got the extravagant idea that Ww. T. G. 
Morton had sacrificed and expended on anes- 
thesia more than two hundred thousand dollars, 
but on recurring to the appendix of this remark- 
able report, I find amidst a chaos of other 
matter, what he is pleased to demonstrate an 
“account stated” which is a real curiosity, and 
what I would produce in extenso for the amuse- 
ment, if not for the edification, of your readers, 
were it not that it will occupy more space than 
it is worth.* 

The aggregate of loss figured out, however, is 
two hundred thousand five hundred and sixty- 
one dollars. How the books were kept, whether 
by single or double entry, does not appear; but 
as most of the items are in round numbers the 
look of the affair is suspicious. No less than 
twelve thousand five hundred and fifty dollars 
given to Wesster, Cuoate, Curtis, and other 
eminent lawyers—what for? as they appeared in 
no law suit—besides three thousand one hundred 





* Not a particle of evidence is adduced or referred to either 
in the report or appendix to support this account, or establish 
its authenticity! 
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and sixty-two dollars bestowed on “ various pro-| agent for the purposes of anesthesia,” or jn 


fessional and scientific men for services rendered | 
in promulgating the discovery, etc.,” and two | 
thousand one hundred dollars to “ various lite- | 
rary gentlemen for procuring favorable opinions | 
of the press, etc.,” four thousand three hnndred 


other words, he, Dr. Morton, with Dr. Weg 
in his grave and his family aosent got up an 
ex parte experiment to demonstrate the ineffec. 
tiveness if the nitrous oxyd, to satisfy the Com. 
mittee that Wetis had accomplished nothing, 


and twenty-six dollars for “printing and publish-| and that Bishop Browne.i and a multitude of 


ing pamphlets, etc.,” two thousand six hundred | 


and forty dollars for ether, and three thousand 


and sixty dollars for apparatus “ distributed | 
among professional men,” seventeen thousand | 
five hundred and twenty dollars for “hotel and | 


travelling expenses from time of discovery to 
date, etc.,” being after the rate of one thousand 
dollars per annum ; five thousand nine hundred 
and ninety-nine dollars for printing, said in a 
note “items not classified’””—(does this include 
printing Colonel Brsse.i’s report and other lob- 
bying exigencies at Washington ?), ten thousand 
two hundred and fifty-five dollars for “expense 
for testimony of medical, surgical, literary, scien- 
tific , and other gentlemen.” More “ printing,” 
“distributing the same” to “refuted opponents 
and overcome opposition,” including “ expense 
of the suit suggested by the President of the 
United States as a prerequisite to paying Dr. 
Morton! (Where was that suit brought? Who 
was defendant, and who tried it? What was 
the result? I have ever understood that Dr. 
Morton got up somewhere a humbug law-suit 
against an accommodating defendant and suc- 
ceeded, of course, but when he came to sue in 
earnest as he did the Eye Infirmary, his fortunes 
were quite different. Why does he not charge 
over this last expense to the public as he has 
the formcr.) Eighty-five thousand dollars for 
“ sacrifice of income worth ten thousand dollars 
per annum but from excess of modesty put 
down in the account “ at only half that sum and 
then worth forty-two thousand dollars for inte- 
rest! We have all the prominent parts of the 
case, but there are two very curious items not 
hitherto noticed. 

No. 1, is as follows: “deficiency in patent 
account two thousand dollars.” So that after 
all that patent business turned out a poor specu- 
lation, and he now wants the public to make up 
the loss, or, in other words “to pay for heating 
the poker.” 

No. 2, reads thus, “cost of manufacture of 
nitrous oxyd gas for experiment at Washington, 
fifty dollars.” To this is appended the following 
note: “This was for trial demanded by Dr. 
Morton to disprove to the satisfaction of the 
Congressional Committee the claim of Horace 
Wets by showing the inert character of the 


s 





other citizens of Hartford of the first respecta. 
bility, who had under oath spoken to the con. 
trary had been swearing to a parcel of lies, 
How do we know that the nitrous oxyd was op 
that occasion properly prepared, or that it was 
properly administered? Very recent develop. 
ments, showing its entire availability prove that 
an atrocious fraud must have been perpetrated 
on the Committee, and there is nothing in the 
character of Morton to relieve him from such 
an imputation. Besides, in this transaction he 
substantially admits that Wetus was the first 
in conception, and the first in experimentation, 
and that unless he could demonstrate completely 
the uselessness of the agent used by him his 
own pretensions must fall to the ground. 
A Lover or TrutH AnD JvsTICce. 
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News and Miscellany. 


Medical Arrangements of the Ancients. 


In a previous article on the Medical Arrange. 
ments of the Ancients, all the facts we had been 
able to collect at that time were presented to 
the public. Since then a number of other works 
have been examined, which prove incontestibly 
the fact that the ancients paid all the attention 
they could to the care of the sick and wounded. 
Colonel GuiscnHarpt, who published at the 
Hague and Berlin, 1758-1773, a work in four 
volumes, entitled “ Military Memoirs concerning 
the Greeks and Romans,” presents remarkable 
facts in regard to the sanitary provisions of the 
military authorities of these powers. In his 
remarks upon the Tactics of Arrien, translated 
by him, he establishes the fact that the Roma 
troops were well provided as to the medical prac 
titioners (La Tactique d’Arrien, GuiscHarDt, 
ii., 114, f.) We translate: 

“The ancients paid particular attention to 
providing that the army be supplied with 
good doctors. Xenopuon, fifth century, B. (, 
remarks that the young Cyrus attracted to 
him the most capable one he knew of, t 
accompany his expedition against his brother.’ 
[Crestas, the most celebrated physician ané 
surgeon of his time, was on his staff, and cured 
Artaxerxes, after he had been wounded in the 
breast by Cyrus, who fell in the conflict 
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Crests, having been present at the time the 
injury was received, and taken prisoner on this 
occasion, passed into the service of ARTAXERXES, 
attended to his new royal patient, and won his 
regard, as he had previously that of Cyrus.] 
(XENOPHON, Retreat of the Ten Thousand, Bib. 
His. and Mil., i., 477, sec. 38.) “ Among the 
Romans, each cohort” (equivalent to a Conti- 
nental-European battalion, 300 to 600 men; 400 
according to Porysius) “had its surgeon or 
physician.” This may be observed on the ancient 
monuments, whose inscriptions bear sometimes : 
Medicus, Cohortzs ii., Vegelum (Surgeon of the 
Second Battalion of the Night Watch, or Fire- 
men.) As these Vegeles were instituted by 
Aveustus, and as it is fair to suppose their 
organization was complete throughout from the 
first, here we have a surgeon in a corps in the 
administration succeeding that of Juttus Cassar. 
(Examine Suitn’s Roman Antiquities.) Con- 
sequently, it is no more than reasonable to 
deduce that there were surgeons in the times of 
Juuwvs Casar himself Medicus, Cohortis v., 
Pretorie (Surgeon of the Sixth Battalion of the 
Imperial Guard); Medicus Ligzonis iii., Italuw 
(Surgeon of the Third Italian Division.) Con- 
sult (Joun GruTer) Groterus, born in 1560, a 
famous antiquarian, &c., and the Thesaurus of 
Muratort, Italian antiquarian, etc., died in 1750. 

In the tactics of Arrien, we have further 
interesting facts. He lived in the second cen- 
tury, A. D., under the Emperor Aprran, and 
wrote with elegant simplicity, in a style resem- 
bling Xenoruon, “with the greatest beauty.” 
He was a soldier as well as a historian, and rose 
by force of talent, services and merit to the 
highest military rank and employments of the 
Roman Empire. 


“The (Imperial) armies are composed,” says 
Arrien, of two orders of persons; the one to 


fight; the other simply for the service of the 
former, as for instance the surgeons, the sutlers 
(vivandiers), the servants, the merchants (con- 
tractors (?) for sutler’s wares,)” etc. 


It would not appear to be a far-fetched ren- 
dering to translate vivandiers, hospital stewards 
and attendants; for although the French word 


signifies sutlers, it does not suit our understand- 
ing of the calling as well as the French term 
“marchand.” But all depends upon the original 
Greek word, as we have access only to the 
French translation. 


Junius Arricanvs, born in Syria, flourished 
in the third century, A. D., under Szprimus 
Severvs. In the vi. and vii. books of his Cestor 
(Gr.), he treated of the art of war and matters 
relating thereto. So says Colonel Guiscnarpt 
inhis Miltary Antiquities published at Berlin, 
in 1773. At page 423, vol. iii, chap. xxxix., 
concerning the preservation of the health of the 
soldiers, “ Good physicians,” says (Jutrus Arri- 
canus) the author, “are very necessary in an 
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army, in consideration of the man 
maladies occasioned by fatigues and the varia- 
tions of the seasons.” He then goes on to 
indicate the most healthy articles of food, ete. 
Chapter xi. treats of medical remedies; xli., xlii., 
xliii., of the wounds. As he mentions that even 
large wounds need not invariably be closed by 
sutures, he proves that other methods were 
equally well understood. But chapters vi. and 
vil. (Jb¢d, 415), are still more important to the 
curious student of antiquity, as they refer to the 
remedies for the sufferings which soldiers expe- 
rience under the knife of the surgeon. Here is 
a direct reference to surgical operations in the 
field and military hospitals. After this who can 
deny that Roman armies possessed an organized 
medical department ? 

Avexanper, fourth century, B. C., had physi- 
cians in his army. When he fell sick, in conse- 
quence of the fatigues he had undergone, or 
from bathing, while overheated, in the cold 
Cydnus, Arrren says, “ All the physicians de- 
spaired of his life, Putiiip, the Acarnanian, who 
followed AtexanpeR, and enjoyed his most 
intimate confidence, alone ordered a medical 
draught” (Bib His. and Mil., Arrten i., 831. 2d.) 
ALEXANDER submitted to his treatment and 
recovered. Again, in his Indian campaign, 
ALEXANDER was wounded by an arrow which 
transfixed his cuirass and entered his chest, so 
that both air and blood issued from thé orifice, 
showing that the cavity of the chest was pierced. 
Such a case would require skillful treatment. 
His life was in danger, for the wound was deep 
and the loss of blood great. The ph sician, 
Criropewcs, of Cos, a Greek, extracted the ircn, 
while enlarging the wound to permit a free 
escape of the blood. Such was the very treat- 
ment which would have been followed at this 
day, proving that AizxanperR not only had a 
surgeon in his army, but that he also understood 
his business. 

Fnally, to close this article, it is stated : 

1st. In the consideration of the army organi- 
zation of the Greeks, after enumerating the 
superior officers, “ Besides these” (the trum- 
peters, adjutants, hyperetes, and heralds, just 
before mentioned), “numerous other persons 
were attached to the army, as the field-surgeons, 
sutlers, and overseers of war machines and 
baggage ” are Encyclopedia, Milt- 
tary Sciences, Warfare of Antiquity, text, vol. 
iii, p. 14. New York, 1851). 

2d. Also that the Scriboni alluded to by the 
Emperor Leo as performing the duties of surgi 
cal aids and attendants, were a regularly recog 
nized class of officers. “These military deputies 
(Scriboni) had another office, that of the care of 
the wounded soldiers, in which they took the 
place of physicians,” (Ducance’s celebrated 
Medieval Latin Glossary Art Scibones.)— 
Army and Navy Journal. 
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Army and Navy News. 


ARMY. 


ASSIGNMENTS.—Ass’t Surgeon M. B. Cochran, U. 8. Vols, | 
relieved from duty in the Department of Arkansas, and 
ordered to duty in the Department of Missouri. | 

Ass’t Surgeon W. M. Dorran, U.S. V., to the Department | 
of Arkansas. | 

Ass’t Surgeons Daniel Stahl and 8. S. Jessop, U. S. A., to | 
Louisville, Kv. 

Surgeon Benjamin B. Wilson, U. 8. V., relieved from duty 
in the Department of the Gulf, and ordered to duty in the | 
Department of Washington. | 

urgeon R. R. Taylor, U.S. V.. relieved from duty in the | 
Army of the Cumberland, and ordered to duty at Louisville, 
Kentucky. 


OrpERED.—Surgeon Eugene H. Abadie, Surgeon of the Mil- | 
itary Academy at West Point, has been ordered to New | 
Ovleans. 


Dismissep.—Ass’t Surgeon Thomas L, Morgan, 10th Mis- | 
souri Vols. 


Exempt FROM DisMiIssaL—Ass’t Surgeon O. Nellis, 2d West 
Virginia Cavalry. 

Surgeon David Rush, 101st Pennsylvania Vol's. 

Ass’t Surgeon G, S. Wellons, 91st Ohio Vols. 


Orpexev.—Surgeon G, R. B. Horner, to temporary duty at 
the Marine Rendezvous, Philadelphia. 


Detached —Surgeon A. A. Henderson, from duty as a 
member of the Board at the Naval Asylum at Philadelphia, 
and ordered to the Naval Hospital at Norfolk, Va. 

Surgeon G. R. B Horner, from temporary duty at the Naval 
Rendezvous at New York, and waiting orders. 

Surgeon Solomon Sharp, from the Naval Hospital at Norfolk 
Va., and waiting orders. 

Ass’t Surgeon Wm. B. Mann, from the Naval Rendezvous 
at New Haven, Conn., and waiting orders. 

Surgeon George Pack, from the Naval Rendezvous at New 
York, and ordered to the Dictator. 

Surgeon J. D. Miller, from the Marine Rendezvous at Phil- 
adelphia, and ordered to the Princeton. 

Surgeon James McClelland from the Princeton, and ordered 
to the Colorado. 

Ass’t Surgeon Charles 8. Giherson, from the Naval Rendez 
vous at New York and ordered to the Marine Rendezvous at 
the same place. 

Ass’t Surgeon Benjamin H. Kidder, from the Navy Yard at 
New York, and ordered to the Colorado. 

Ass’t Surgeon C. H. Perry, from the Ohio, and ordered to 
the Susquehanna. 


OrpereD.—Act’g Ass’t Surgeon O. C. Turner, to the Poto- 
mac Flotilla. 


Detacnev.—Act’g Ass’t Surgeon John H. Blodgett, from 
the Ohio, and ordered to the Potomac Flotilla. 

Act’g Ass’t Surgeon W. H. Pierson, from the South Atlantic 
Squadron, and waiting orders. 

Act’g Ass’t Surgeon A, B. C. Sawyer, from the Ascutney, 
and waiting orders 

Act’g Ass’t Surgeon O. C. Turner, from the Tunzis, and 
waiting orders. 

Act’g Ass’t Surgeon M. F. Delano, from the Com. Read, 
and waiting orders. 

Act’g Ass’t Surgeon D. W. Jones, from the Mississippi 
Squadron, and waiting orders. 

Act’g Ass’t Surgeon Joseph Welsh from the Ohio, and 
ordered to the Mendota. 

Act’g Ass’t Surgeon James Wilson, from the Potomac 
Flotilla, and ordered to the Monadnock. 


AppotnTED.—Act’g Ass’t Surgeon George S. Parker, and 
ordered to the, East Gulf Squadron. 


ResiaNation AccePTeD.—Act’g Ass’t Surgeon John Black- 
mer, of the Pursuit. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


%X} Correspondents will please bear in mind that it is just 
now exceedingly difficult to get some kinds of work done, and 
much delay is sometimes caused thereby in filling orders 
Everything is at maximum prices. Many books are out of 
print, and publishers are not issuing many new works or 
editions. Foreign books had better not be ordered. 


L. J. Deming, N. ¥.—Slade on Diphtheria mailed you this 


y. 
James Da apy oa injecting apparatus 
and Veratria mailed you this y- d cirone 

A. M. y, Del.—Wilson’s Human Anatomy and Kirk’s 
Hand-book of Physiology mailed you this day., 
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MARRIED. 


CamMPBELL—Price.—On Wednesday Sept. 21, at Wilming. 
ton, Del., by the Rev. Charles Breck, John Campbell, Surgeon 
U_S. A, and Mary, daughter of James E. Price, Esq., of Wij. 
mington. 

Davies—ALLEN —On Thursday Sept. 22d, by Rev. Jame 
Y. Suydam, at Newbern, N. C., Dr. Jonn M, Davies and Miss 
Eliza T. Allen. 

Downes —- Lonastretu.—On the 4th of October, 1864, in g 
James Church, Bristol, Pa., by the Rev. A. B. Atkins, rector 
of Christ Church Germantown, Dr. Robert Downs, and Mrs, 
Sarah A. Longstreth. daughter of the late Dr. Edwin P. Atlee, 

VorHeEs—W ARDER.—On Thursday, October 6th. at the 
residence of the bride’s father, at North Bend, Ohio, by the 
Rev. Edward H. Cumming, John H. Vorhees, of San Frap- 
— Elizabeth Aston, daughter of Dr. John 4, 

arder, 


msscteniilldcmint 
DIED. 


Fontatnr —Killed recently near Petersburg, Va., Dr. John 
Fontaine, Medical Director of Hampton’s (Rebel!) Cavalry. 

GRANGER —On the 26th of Sept., of Congestion of the Lungs, 
Act’g Ass’t Surgeon Lyman C. Granger, of the U. 8. Steamer 
Cambridge, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 

PLuMER.—On Sunday, May 18th, 1862, at his residence in 
Smithfield, Peoria County, Ill, of diarrhea and typhoid fever, 
Dr. Alexander Plumer, in the 28th year of his age 

His disease was contracted while attending upon the sick 
and wounded soldiers at Pittsburg Landing and Shiloh, Tenn, 

PLuMek.—On Sunday, July 10th, 1864, in General Hospital 
No. 1, Chattanooga Tenn., of typhoid diarrhea, Dr. William 
Plumer, Asst -urgeon 64th Ill. Yates Sharpshooters, in the 
28th year of his age. . 

The above were sons of W@jliam and Sarah Plumer, of Jef- 
ferson County, Ohio. A third son, Sergeant Amzi S. Plumer, 
Co. B., 13th Reg., O. V C., died on Sunday August Lith, 1864, 
from a gun-shot wound received before Petersburg, Va. in 
the assault of July 30th. He was in his 23d year. Three 
gallant sons in this family, two of them physicians, have 
made a sacrifice of their lives on their country’s altar. They 
—_ all professors of religion, aud died in hope of eternal 
ite, 

SmirH—On Wednesday, Oct. 5th, at Chespeake Hospital, 
Fortress Monroe, of a woand received in the battle of Chapin's 
Farm, on the 30th of September, Lieut. Myron W. Smith, A. 
A. A., Gen. First Brigade, Third Division, Eighteenth Army 
Corps, and youngest son of Dr. Lyndon A. Smith, of Newark, 
N. J., aved 25 years 

Wooprurr.—On Tuesday, October 4th, at Elizabeth, N. J., 
of membranous croup, Maria Ciffonnette, youngest child of 
Dr. 4 M. and Maria B. Woodruff, aged 10 years and 2 
months, 
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